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Date: September2 2015
To: Members of the Historical Commission
From: Sarah Burks, Preservation Planner

Re: Case B1374 136138 Cushing Street /\@ineyardStreet(ca. 1843)

An application to demolish theuilding at 136138 Cushing Street (with aiternate address for
138 Cushing as 6 Vineyard Streefds received oSeptember 9The applicantMacArthur
Construction Companyvas notified of an initial determination of significance and a public
hearing was scheduled fGrctober 1
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Wyeth Tenant House, 136-138 Cushing Street Cambridge Assessing Department



Wyeth Tenant House, Vineyard Street elevation CHC Staff Photo

TheWyethtenant houseccupies a 8,441square foot lo{Map 256, Parcel B) on thewest side
of Cushing Street amnebuthside ofVineyardStreet in the Strawberry HileighborhoodIt
contains one residential unit and one-mesidential unit (chapel and club roomBje property
wasassessedt $701,90 and just sold for $1.15Mhe zaning is Residence B residencenly
zone, which allows twdamily and townhouse construction. Ttistrict permits an FAR of 0.35
and requires a minimum of 2,500 square feet lot area per dwelling uniisthet has a height
limit of 35 feet.The reagvelopment proposal calls for two detached 2Y% story, sfagidy
homes.

Theexisting double howswas built between 1837 and 1843isla1Y~story frame structure
with thegableend facingCushing Street. The double house waginally designed with a
centerparty wall perpendicular to Cushing Street and front doors oopgpesitenorth and south
walls. The north wal(facing Vineyard Stregtetains the original fivday centeientrance form
The plan of the southern half wakered significantly in 1933 when the Santa LuSoiety
moved the entrance to face Cushing Streetcandertedhe south sideto a chapel on the first
floor andameeting room in the basement.

Thebuilding exterior, once clapboardedcsvered wih artificial siding The foundation is
parged and appears to be in good condifltre frame and roof appear sound, with no obvious
structural issues. A matungaple tree is located on the northeast portion of the lot.
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Context

The Strawberry Hill neighborhood lies between Huron Aveanak Belmont Street on the

boundary of Belmont. Originally part of Watertown, the area was opened to development by the
opening of Mount Auburn Statiomahe Watertown Branch of the Fitchburg Railroad in 1846.

In 1859this part of Watertowmas set off to theewtown of Belmontin 1880the

neighborhood waannexed to Cambridge to protect the surroundings of Fresh Pond.

Initially the neighborhood was envisionedaesuburban retredbr commuting Bstonians;

"Strawberry Hill* was the name of a subdivision platted by Alexander Wadsworth, designer of
Mount Auburn Cemetery, in 184VYineyard and upper Cushing Street werd p&aan adjoining
subdivision, AAuburn, 0o which was al Sheareaai d
was too remotéo lure middle class commuterandi t  w a s aftér tL86Qwinenhdedd

restrictions were relaxetiatthe lotsbecame attractivel he area then began to be settled by

Irish laborers. The Town of Belmont erected a schoolhouse on Cushing Street in 1872. Further
growth was halted by the Panic of 1873, but the pattern of modest single and double houses was
continued when building reswed in the miell880s.

Harvard College acquired thend in this are@ the will of John Hayward in 1672. The college
sold theHayward Pasturto Nathanield. Wyeth (18021865 in 1829. Nathanielwasthe son of
Jacob Wyeth (1764857) builder ofthe Fresh Pond Hotel on the northernlx of the pnd in
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the 1790s. Nat hani el was an enterprising youn

Ki ng o Huderdl@83l864) to manage thee business at Fresh b Nathaniel invented
importanttoolsof the trade such as a tvimrse saw that greatly improved the busin@Rs
Gilman,CHS Proceedings. 28 p. 30) Though the ice tradeas growing quicklyWyeth
indulged his adventurous side dedthree expeditions tthe Oregon Territorpeginning in

1832 hoping to make inroads into the fur trade. He returned tob@dge in 1836 and continued
to do business here the ice and brick industries and in real estidtehelped finance the

railroad extension to the pond for the ice busimesbgreatly increased the brickmaking
operations in West Cambridgde was a very important figure to the economic development of
West Cambridge and an influential figure in Cambridge society.

Wyeth contracted withienantfarmerDavid Haynesn 1837 to, \vithin five yearsconstruct a

houseon the Hayward Pastur&he fulfillment of this agreement was recorded in 184

Wyeth Tenant Hbuse was the firdtomeconstucted in theneighborhood, and @ppears on the
subdivisionPlan of Auburn by John Low. i$ the oldest home on its original siteStrawberry

Hill, though some older structures were relocatatie 189040 lots in the neighborhooathen
theland surrounding Fresh Pond was cleared for the protection of the water supply and creation
of Kingsley Park.

TheHayward Pasture property and Wyeth Tenant Hpuspertywerepurchased by a group of
Boston investors and the Auburn subdivision plan recorded in T8é®iouse lot was
designatedslot 46 of the Auburn Plan, and was purchased849 by Wiliam Hilliard, a
Bostonlawyer. It was successively owned by Richard Hastings, housewright (1850), Daniel
Leahy,laborer(1874),andHenry Hale surveyor (1888). Residents prior to the purchase of the
property by the Sai nt includedyd@res Svhitht auBadton &alkesmart, i t
and Patrick J. Monahan, gardener.
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The Auburn plan subdivided a pasture owned by Nathaniel Wyeth,
whose tenant farmer occupied the house at the corner of
Cushing and Vine (now Vineyard) streets.

The propertyvasunt i | earl i er this month owned by the
operated as the Santa Lucia Society, an Italiarerican religious and social club. Architect

Rosario Bianco designed the chapel and other renovations made to the build8.inThe

ceiling on the southern half of the building was vaulted for the chapel, a new entry door

introduced facing Cushing Street, and the windows changed to stained glass on the south wall.
The northern half of the building remained in residenta and was, presumably, rented out

over the years by the club. The neighborhood attracted Italian families, many of whom were
employed by local industries such as the Hood Rubber Co. in Watertown. The Santa Lucia
Festival has been important community ev@rer Labor Day weekend for many years.

The City Council passed an order on September 21, 2015 to honor the club, which is dissolving
this year,



